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IN CASE
YOU MISSED IT...

Best of the Alps Special
(1-HR, Summer 2021)

In this thin-air thriller, join Rick Steves
on an alpine adventure—from Italy to
Austria to Switzerland to France—
with scenic train rides, breathtaking
lifts, majestic glaciers, and unforgettable
hikes. In this greatest-hits blitz of the
Alps, we celebrate both nature and
culture. We conquer the Dolomites
in Italy and the Zugspitze in Austria.
Then, in Switzerland, we savor more
jaw-dropping mountain beauty—
from the Matterhorn to the Jungfrau
to Appenzell. And in France, with
Chamonix as our springboard, we
ride the lift up to the Aiguille du Midi
and hut-hop along the iconic Tour du
Mont Blanc trail. While visiting the
literal high points of Europe, we also
enjoy alpine life, from folk music to

rustic cheese-making,

GAZETTE

TV PRODUCTION NEWS

COMING SOON

Why We Travel Pledge Special
(1-HR, March 2022)

In times of challenge, we ask ourselves: What is the true value of travel? Is it just hedonism...or
something more powerful? After a lifetime of exploring Europe—and inspiring Americans to
see Europe as the springboard for world exploration—Rick Steves shares his reasons why. This
special is a sonnet to travel—an introspective love story, set in Europe and beyond, that vividly
celebrates the rewards of exploring our world and the joy that awaits those who travel. It's
combined with compelling pledge breaks and some tasty gourmet extras from the road—creating
an hour that stokes the wanderlust and is good for the traveler’s soul while inspiring viewers both
to travel with meaning and to support their local public television station.

European Art Miniseries
(working title, 6 x 1-HR, Fall 2022)

For more than 30 years, Europe’s great art and architecture have been a cornerstone of Rick

Steves” Europe. And now, Rick is embarking on an ambitious six-hour sweep through the entire
span of European art history. Beginning in prehistoric Europe, Egypt, and ancient Greece, Rick
weaves a compelling narrative through ancient Rome, medieval Europe, the Renaissance, the
Baroque times period and the Age of Revolution, and the modern age. Rick brings together the
greatest masterpieces he’s featured over the decades into a cohesive, entertaining, and inspiring
story of Europe’s art and architecture. Premiering in fall 2022, each hour will cover European art
as never before. Stay tuned.



RICK STEVES TV NEWS

COVID-19 AND RICK STEVES’ EUROPE

Back in early 2020, we were all set to shoot and produce four new episodes of Rick Steves’
Europe (two on Poland and two on Iceland). But then, the pandemic shut down travel.
Thankfully, we had plenty of footage already shot and awaiting post-production. We used
that time constructively, completing Season 11 of Rick Steves’ Europe and producing four
specials: Egypt: Yesterday and Today, Island Hopping Europe, Europe Awaits, and Best of
the Alps. And instead of traveling abroad, I spent my time getting lots of publicity—as The
New York Times, The Atlantic, Forbes, GQ, Time Magazine, CBS Sunday Morning, and other
outlets were curious about “the travel guru stuck at home.”

My big lesson from the pandemic: By employing the “traveler’s mindset” at home—
curiosity, a positive attitude, and an appetite for getting out of my comfort zone and trying
new things (like cooking and loving labradoodles)—even a lockdown can be filled with
simple delights. On the business front, I've kept my team of nearly 100 together at Rick
Steves’ Europe. We're producing plenty of TV and radio, keeping thousands of fans engaged
each week with my live Monday Night Travel events, and (after canceling nearly all of our
2020 tours and not doing any in 2021) we've nearly sold out of our tours for 2022.

I'm hopeful that by 2022, we'll return to a kind of normalcy for European travel. And
when we do, the Rick Steves” Europe TV crew will be right back at it, filming in Europe. (Look
out, Poland and Iceland!) I'll miss seeing all of my PTV and APT friends in person at the
Marketplace this year, but I know we're together in spirit as we fight to emerge from this

pandemic still standing—and still producing and airing great programming,

Ten-Week

Scheduling Strategy

With the recent launch of Rick Steves Best
of the Alps, you now have a hefty inventory
of relevant and timely one-hour specials in
rights. Your colleagues in Colorado Public
Television ran an innovative scheduling
plan that was a hit with homebound travel-
ers: a 10-week series of Rick Steves specials
airing Tuesdays at 9 p.m. Choose from
these 13 hours: Best of the Alps, Egypt,
Cruising the Mediterranean, Andalucia,
Travel as a Political Act, Luther and the
Reformation, Iran, Hunger and Hope, The
Holy Land, Rome, Fascism in Europe, Eu-

ropean Christmas, and European Easter.

Mind the Gap with

Travel Bites Interstitials

At the request of stations, Rick has made
available hundreds of two- to four-minute
“travel bites.” With new clips added from
Season 11, this library of popular video
interstitials—pulled from Rick Steves” Europe
TV episodes—is designed to fill gaps in

your programming with entertaining travel
morsels. Topics range from Monet's water
lilies to eating barnacles in Portugal.

Travel with Rick Steves: Over
500 Shows on Public Radio
When Travel with Rick Steves won the
Lowell Thomas Award Gold Prize for radio,
the judges called it “a deceptively simple
program with sophisticated production
values. Rick draws listeners into animated
conversations with unusual people who have
taken extraordinary journeys.” The show, free
to any public radio station, airs weekly on
more than 400 public stations. Contact Tim
Tattan at tim@ricksteves.com for details.

Rick Steves’ Europe
Streaming on pbs.org and
the PBS Video App

A library of Rick Steves” Europe episodes
and specials are available for free to your
viewers on pbs.org and the PBS Video
App. Your station'’s members can also watch
select Rick Steves’ Europe shows on demand
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through Passport. With more viewers
streaming content online, we're happy they
can access our show through their local

public television station’s website.

A Cornerstone of APT’s
Create Channel

As APT's lifestyle channel enters its second
decade (with programming 24/7 to multi-
casting subscriber stations), Rick Steves’
Europe will continue to be right there,
providing quality travel programming and
pledge specials for stations and Create.

31 YEARS of Happy Travels

with APT: Thanks!

Since 1990, we've partnered with APT to
distribute more than 150 travel shows to
public television. All our shows are free
through APT Exchange. Thanks to APT,
OPB (our presenting station), and all who
air our programs. We're partners in our
shared mission and have lots of happy
travels to share in coming years.



PLEDGE SPECIALS

Rick Steves Classroom
Europe™—a Gift from

Public TV to Teachers

For years, Rick has enjoyed hearing from
teachers about how they use Rick Steves’
Europe episodes in their classrooms. As
a gift to teachers and parents teaching at
home, we've made that content easier to
use by creating Rick Steves Classroom
Europe™—a free, searchable video library
of about 500 (three- to five-minute) teach-
able clips. From grade school to university,
history, art, language, and social studies
teachers are enjoying this exciting resource.
On behalf of public television, we're proud
to support our teachers with this power-
ful new teaching tool. Visit classroom.
ricksteves.com to give it a whirl. Stations
are welcome to utilize this in any creative

way they like.

Web Support:

ricksteves.com/tv-programmers

To help stations promote Rick Steves’
Europe, Rick offers photos, scripts, and
sample video clips at ricksteves.com/
tv-programmers. Stations are free to con-
nect their viewers with Rick’s blog and his
archive of public radio interviews. For pub-
licity support, contact pr@ricksteves.com
or hope@hopereedmarketing.com.

Hunger and Hope: Lessons from Ethiopia and Guatemala
(90-MIN, March 2021)

In this timely special, Rick Steves travels
through Ethiopia and Guatemala to

TRk Speves-
HUNGER
wHOPE ~

Lessons from Ethiopia and Guatemala

learn about extreme poverty—the more
than 700 million people who struggle to
live on less than $2 a day. WE'll witness
the importance of water, education, em-
powering women, and nutrition during
a child’s first 1,000 days, and we'll see
firsthand the impact of globalization

and climate change. Ending hunger is possible. And, with travel as our classroom, we can
learn about both the challenges and the solutions. This pledge event comes with a special
companion book (produced exclusively for this pledge special) and a new edition of Travel
as a Political Act as gifts.

Island Hopping Europe
(30-MIN, March 2021)

In this unforgettable voyage, join Rick Steves
on a tour of four of Europes most intriguing
and surprising islands: Malta, Capri, Orkney,
and Skye. This island-hopping adventure comes
with remote beaches, Crusader castles, a blue
grotto, prehistoric wonders, and salty, traditional
island lifestyles. This membership special—a
celebration of the value of public television—
is sure to stoke viewers travel dreams and

appreciation for public television.

Fascism in Europe
(90-MIN, June 2019)

In this special, Rick travels across

Europe to learn how fascism rose
and then fell—taking millions of
people with it. We'll trace fascism’s
history, from its roots in the turbulent

aftermath of World War I to its horrific

consequences: gen0c1de and total war.

Along the way, we'll visit sights throughout Europe relating to fascism and talk with
Europeans whose families lived through those times. Our goal as history is speaking to our
generation: to learn from the hard lessons of 20th-century Europe and to recognize that
ideology today. This powerful special—a surprise hit with stations, proven to engage your
audience—remains timely.

For Rick Steves’ pledge assets, visit
https://aptonline.org/catalog/RICK-STEVES-ASSETS.

STILL IN RIGHTS

Rick's other pledge specials include European Festivals, European Travel Tips and Tricks,
Travel as a Political Act, European Christmas, and more. For a complete list, see the back page.



RLCKSW Over 100 Episodes, One-Hour Specials, and Pledge Specials

E U R o P E We offer an integrated family of programs covering all of Europe, updated to keep all programs in
rights, accurate, and current. Outdated and redundant shows are retired as new episodes replace them.
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